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Tor  T'fiose  Wfio  Love  "Her  (^Efsafi) 

Eleanor  Barnal  submitted  the  following  article.  She  states  that  tlie  "items  in  it  were  told  to 

EtJui  and  Gfor^t"  Rnwlings,  lovingly  referred  to  as  'Mom  and  Pop  RawUngs,'  aronnd  1954. 

So  the  stories  go  Way  Back. " 


■^  *  *  *  * 


These  are  tales  told  by  several  older  people  living  in  Elsah  or  having  lived  there  until  their  death.  No 
effort  has  been  made  to  submit  actual  proof  of  these  stories,  as  they  come  imder  the  heading  of  "I  re- 
member when."  But  most  of  them  have  told  the  same  stories  about  the  same  thing,  which  is  enough 
for  those  of  us  who  are  interested  in  the  old  days  as  achially  lived. 

Bricks  were  handmade  in  back  of  and  east  of  the  culvert  [in  the  field  behind  the  Cresswell  house  on  Mill 
Street],  opposite  Fountain  Square  Park,  another  of  Major  Semple's  gifts  to  the  town,  [as  was]  the  small 
park  in  front  of  the  Methodist  Church,  the  church  site  and  the  site  of  the  railroad  station. 

Like  all  small  shut-off  places,  the  people  found  their  fun  in  parties,  in  which  most  of  the  village 
joined— oyster  suppers,  chicken  fries,  taffy  pulls,  etc.,  many  of  them  sponsored  by  churches.  For  at 
one  time  a  Presbyterian  congregation  met  at  the  town  hall,  and  there  seems  always  to  have  been  a 
Methodist  Church.  Another  big  day  was  election  day.  The  farmers  brought  their  families  for  a  day  of 
visiting;  lunch  and  supper  were  served  by  the  ladies  of  the  churches  to  get  funds  for  their  treasuries. 
The  social  feature  is  the  one  dwelt  upon  by  those  who  told  these  tales  to  me. 


\  ilingc  Hall  -an  uv  n,  piitiiu  SchooUiouse  in  the  snow,  during  the  1930s  ,hothUErph:>) 

The  old  stone  schoolhouse,  attended  by  the  oldsters  of  1884  in  their  time,  is  still  about  as  it  was  in  the 
old  days.  Though  a  few  years  ago,  a  group  of  city  folk  living  in  Elsah  at  that  time,  added  screens  to 
rlie  tall  windows,  since  so  many  of  the  children  brought  their  lunches  to  school,  and  flies  took  over 
the  schoolroom  in  the  afternoon.  This  was  considered  a  lot  of  nonsense  by  the  old  timers,  as  all 
changes  have  been  regarded  for  many  years. 


The  old  street  crossings  are  humped  up  over 
the  streets,  making  their  crossing  by  cars  a 
hard  bump,  and  in  turning  a  corner  often 
scraping  the  underpinnings  of  the  new  low- 
skmg  cars.  A  move  was  made  by  the  younger 
men  on  the  [town]  board  to  level  off  these 
bumps.  But  they  were  unable  to  put  it  over, 
for  as  the  President  of  the  board  at  that  time 
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said,  "If  the  city  folks  don't  like  our  streets,  let 
them  stay  at  home  where  they  belong.  We 
don't  want  them  anyway."  And  that  has  al- 
ways been,  and  to  a  great  extent  still  is,  the  at- 
titude of  the  natives.  Those  who  are  newcom- 
ers of  the  past  20  years  are  tolerated  and 
treated  pleasantly,  but  [they  are]  shll  newcom- 
ers. 


At  one  hme  a  wave  of  concrete  swept  over  the 
village,  and  many  was  the  old  beautiful  stone 
wall  entirely  covered  with  ivy  of  various  kinds 
ruthlessly  torn  down  to  make  a  concrete  wall, 
which  later  cracked  and  became  an  eyesore  in- 
stead of  a  beauty  spot.  "Now  take  down  that 
old  picket  fence  of  yours.  Lay  up  a  new  con- 
crete wall  in  place  of  the  old  dry  wall.  And  put 
some  plaster  over  them  old  red  bricks,  and 
you'd  have  sumpin'."  And  so  I  would  have 
had  a  monstrosity  instead  of  a  quaint  original. 
The  village  was  known  by  nearby  Chautau- 
quans  as  a  spotless  town,  for  it  always  has 
shining  windows,  clean  curtains,  lovely  gar- 
dens, whether  they  be  of  flowers  or  vegetables, 
and  usually  they  are  both.  The  old  board 
sidewalks  were  replaced  by  the  concrete  mad- 
ness, but  this  was  the  one  bright  spot  in  it,  for 
the  walks  are  still  in  excellent  condition. 

[Eleanor  Barnal  recently  retired  from  serving  for  10 
years  on  the  Board  of  Historic  Elsah  Foundation.  SJie  is 
now  an  Jionoran/  life  inendier.] 


The  wooden  sidewalk  and  picket  fence 
in  front  of  66  Mdl  St.,  around  1887       (HErfiies) 
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By  ]ohn  W.  Wdliauis,  President 
November  16,  2001 


Finances: 

We  are  pleased  to  report  that  we've  established 
the  Foundation  on  a  balanced  financial  footing. 
We  are  able  to  cover  our  basic  expenses,  in- 
cluding the  significant  expense  of  maintaining 
Farley's  Music  Hall,  with  our  income.  With  the 
guidance  of  past  Board  member  Bill  Flatley, 
we've  established  a  modest  investment  pro- 
gram through  T.Rowe  Price,  which  in  spite  of 


the  market  after  September  11*  is  producing  an 
income  for  us.  Betty  Clark,  who  couldn't  be 
with  us  tonight,  has  been  riding  the  book- 
keeping as  our  Treasurer. 

Part  of  our  success  is  our  modest  though 
growing  membership.  We  have  140  members, 
including  individuals,  organizations  such  as 
Principia,  and  20  life  members. 


Along  with  the  Village  of  Elsah,  HEF  shares 
responsibility  for  the  Village  Museum.  HEF 
members  sit  on  the  Advisory  Committee  and 
serve  in  the  Museum  as  volunteers.  We  help 
manage  the  finances,  including  maintaining 
the  Museum  Conservation  Fund  derived  from 
donations  and  bake  sales.  The  fund  has  nearly 
$1,000. 

Recent  activities: 

HEF  has  been  active  in  number  of  ways.  Upon 
request  from  tovir  organizers,  we  have  pro- 
vided guides  for  walking  tours  of  the  village. 
Realizing  that  tour  buses  were  coming,  we 
aimed  to  guide  and  reduce  the  impact  of  such 
activities.  As  a  result,  HEF  set  certain  stan- 
dards. Buses  were  to  drop  off  and  pick  up 
visitors  on  Mill  Street,  and  then  park  in  the  low 
area  near  the  Gate  Lodge  [near  the  slough], 
where  they  were  to  turn  off  their  engines.  The 
buses  were  not  to  be  on  LaSalle  Street.  Finally, 
groups  paid  a  donation  to  HEF  at  the  rate  of 
$50  per  bus.  This  is  at  or  just  above  the  market 
rate  for  "step-on  guide  services."  We  found 
tour  groups  willing  to  pay  this  fee  and  meet 
these  standards  in  return  for  the  educational 
service  we  provided. 

As  part  of  the  statewide  Illinois  Family  Heri- 
tage days  last  June,  HEF  and  the  Museum 
sponsored  several  activities.  Under  the  guid- 
ance of  our  Museum  guru  (Jane  Pfeifer  refuses 
to  acknowledge  by  title  how  important  a  role 
she  plays),  the  Museum  held  two  work- 
shops— one  on  genealogy  and  another  on 
document  preservation.  HEF  sponsored  three 
special  limited-enrollment  tours  of  "Semple's 
Elsah,"  places  on  Principia  property  normally 
closed  to  visitors.  The  tours  included  the  site 
of  Notchcliff,  a  stop  at  the  chapel,  a  drive 
through  Ewing  Wood  to  Eliestoim  (where  we 
walked  around  the  grounds),  a  visit  to  the  site 
of  the  Piasa  Bluffs  Hotel,  and  a  stop  at  the  Gate 
Lodge.  We  used  old  photographs,  artwork, 
letters,  newspaper  articles,  maps,  and  artifacts 
to  bring  the  area  alive. 

Last  spring  HEF  sponsored  a  hike  to  three  lo- 
cations: the  quarry  west  of  Riverview  House, 
the  railroad  culvert  on  Mill  Street  (back  behind 
the  Cresswell  and  Hosmer-Lewitz  homes),  and 
the  entrance  to  the  Jay  Gould  railroad  tunnel 
near  the  cemetery. 
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Publications: 

Through  the  diligent  work  of  our  Secre- 
tary/Editor Jeri  Lewitz,  the  HEF  newsletter  is 
now  back  on  track  for  two  issues  per  year.  Jeri 
has  also  spearheaded  the  re-publication  of  our 
Chautauqua  history  booklet,  which  is  still  in 
demand. 

Carol  Stookey,  working  on  behalf  of  HEF  and 
the  Museum,  has  been  exploring  the  possibility 
of  audio  tours  of  the  village.  She  has  been  lo- 
cating other  users  and  several  vendors.  We've 
learned  that  the  Scenic  Byways  Commission  is 
developing  a  similar  idea  for  the  River  Road 
region. 

Properties: 

HEF  owns  two  properties — Farley's  Music  Hall 
and  the  Ice  House.  We  continue  the  slow 
process  of  upgrading  Farley's.  Under  discus- 
sion is  how  to  improve  lighting,  sound,  and  air 
circulation,  and  we've  been  exploring  how  to 
improve  our  kitchen  facilities.  This  is  impor- 
tant, as  more  and  more  people  are  interested  in 
using  Farley's. 

Work  to  preserve  the  Ice  House  has  succeeded 
through  the  diligence  of  some  of  our  members. 
We've  filled  the  inside  with  quarry  waste  to 
anchor  the  structure.  Now  we're  thinking 
carefully  about  our  next  step. 


\  U 


Ice  House  ill  1999  ajlcr  stabilization, 
but  before  filling  u'lth  quarry  zvaste 


Number  82 

This  is  exciting  because  we're  grateful  to  the 
initiative  of  Marie  Oleson,  our  former  Secre- 
tary-Treasurer. Marie  inspired  a  memorial 
brick  project,  based  on  an  idea  to  build  a  brick 
walk  around  Farley's.  After  several  years  of 
investigation,  including  considering  costs  of 
site  drawings,  ADA  requirements,  and  land- 
scaping for  drainage,  the  Board  recognized  the 
unfeasibility  of  the  project  at  Farley's.  Yet,  we 
remain  quietly  committed  to  Marie's  concept. 
The  Ice  House  may  give  us  a  logical  venue  for 
the  development  of  the  memorial  brick  idea. 
This  coming  spring,  as  the  interior  "floor"  set- 
tles, we'll  be  exploring  several  options  in  or 
around  the  sturdy  ruin. 

Education  and  research: 

Publications  and  tours  are  certainly  important 
avenues  for  HEF  research  and  education.  HEF 
engaged  in  two  other  activities  in  the  last  few 
weeks.  First,  we  organized,  with  the  support 
of  the  Village,  a  workshop  on  historic  zoning. 
The  main  speakers  were  Catherine  O'Connor, 
the  Certified  Local  Government  manager  (El- 
sah  is  a  CLG)  of  the  Illinois  Historic  Preserva- 
tion Agency,  and  Jim  Sinclair,  the  Village  At- 
torney. Around  20  people  attended  the  three- 
hour  session  in  Farley's.  I've  tried  to  summa- 
rize the  information  in  an  article  that  will  ap- 
pear in  the  next  newsletter. 

The  same  day  of  the  zoning  workshop,  several 
of  us  met  Jack  and  Colleen  Farley.  Does  that 
name  ring  a  bell?  Yes,  Jack  is  the  great  grand- 
son of  THE  Dr.  Benjamin  Farley.  Jack  grew  up 
in  Alton  and  Wood  River  and  has  memories  of 
Elsah  just  before  the  Second  World  War.   The 
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following  day  I  interviewed  Jack  and  Colleen. 
She  is  the  family  historian  and  promised  us 
copies  of  Dr.  Farley's  birth  certificate,  his  mar- 
riage license,  and  other  items.  Among  other 
things  I  learned — Dr.  Farley's  son,  Benjamin 
Franklin  Farley,  Jr.,  married  Birdie  Darr,  of  the 
Elsah  Darrs.  They  had  three  children — Vida 
Farley  Hayes,  Edna  Farley  Weber,  and 
Winfield  DeWitt  Farley  who  married  Edith 
Cousley,  of  the  Alton  Telegrnph  Cousleys.  As 
we  get  information  from  the  Parleys,  expect 
articles  in  our  newsletter.  This  is  so  much  fun 
because  among  our  life  members  are  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Christopher  Aiken,  direct  descendants  of 
General  James  Semple,  founder  of  Elsah. 

Upcoming  events: 

As  part  of  our  "Fabulous  Friday"  series,  which 
is  sometimes  a  "Surprising  Saturday"  series,  or 
maybe  a  "Marvelous  Monday"  series,  we're 
preparing  for  educational  programs  during  the 
winter  and  early  spring  by  Jeanne  and  Gene 
Shultz,  and  Tim  Tomlinson.  Also,  Jerry  Taetz 
is  toying  with  a  musical  idea  for  us.  This 
comes  after  the  great  success  of  last  spring's 
musicale  featuring  Erin  Schreiber  and  Lindsay 
Garritson,  organized  by  Paula  Bradley. 

Conclusion: 

I  had  not  expected  to  have  much  of  a  report 
from  the  Board,  but  I've  discovered  in  the  last 
six  or  so  months  that  we  really  have  a  lot  to  be 
grateful  for.  Now  let's  have  our  "educational 
program."  [Follozoing  John's  report  he  gave  an 
interesting  slide  presentation  on  "Hoi  An — Viet- 
nam's Elsah."] 
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Paul  wrote  us  a  long  letter  from  Belmont,  California,  which  we  quote  here  in  its  entirety. 
Paul  served  for  main/  years  as  the  first  editor  of  Elsah  History,  and  he  is  co-author  of  the  Elsah  Guidebook. 


It  was  great  to  see  an  arhcle  about  Bob  Lowder, 
whom  I  remember  from  many  contexts  when  I 
lived  in  Elsah.  He  lived  almost  all  his  adult  life 
only  a  few  hundred  feet  from  where  he  grew 
up.  In  the  17  years  I  was  a  volunteer  on  the  El- 
sah Fire  Department,  he  was  almost  always  the 
truck  driver,  and  was  not  only  truly  skillful  at 
it,  but  knowledgeable  and  wholly  dependable. 
He  had  a  great  manner,  easy  going,  but  defi- 
nite, always  helpful  and  right  where  help  was 
needed. 


As  a  scout  leader  I'm  quite  sure  he  had  a  lot  to 
do  with  my  son  Evan's  getting  his  Eagle  Scout 
badge.  Bob  was  a  really  good  scout  leader.  I 
think  it  meant  a  lot  to  him. 

His  knowledge  of  not  only  the  village  but  the 
whole  area  was  encyclopedic.  I  recall  one 
night  when  we  went  to  a  barn  fire  out  on  Route 
100.  We  had  no  water  but  what  we  could  truck 
in  on  our  equipment  or  on  a  tanker.  So  we 
spent   a   couple   of   hours   mostly   standing 


around  watching  the  barn  burn.  During  that 
time  Bob  told  me  who  owned  all  the  sur- 
rounding farms,  not  only  then  but  for  the  last 
40  or  50  years.  He  knew  all  the  people  and  a 
whole  lot  about  them.  He  was  mostly  quiet, 
but  really  interesting  information  would  come 
boiling  up  out  of  him  now  and  then. 

When  the  fire  department  used  to  hold  fish 
fries,  under  Paul  Barnes'  leadership.  Bob  al- 
ways cooked  the  fish,  and  he  did  that  with  real 
expertise. 

I  think  Bob  was  generally  amused  at  life.  I  re- 
member his  telling  me  once  about  how  he  and 
a  couple  of  other  boys  got  up  on  Bean  Ridge, 
the  hill  behind  the  school,  in  the  fall.  They  had 
a  long  pole,  and  would  impale  an  apple  on  the 
top,  then  whip  it  back  and  forth  and  let  it  go.  It 
would  sail  quite  a  distance  and  bop  off  the  roof 
of  what  is  now  the  Haslam  house  [on  Mill  St., 
across  from  the  Post  Office].  At  the  time  their 
teacher,  Miss  Keller,  lived  there.  She  never 
found  out  who  was  doing  it.   He  also  told  me 
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about  going  up  on  the  hill  behind  his  house 
one  spring  looking  for  morels,  but  every  time 
he  found  one,  it  had  a  twig  stuck  in  the  ground 
next  to  it  as  a  sign  of  possession.  He  saw  that 
the  Cronin  boys  had  been  there  before  him  and 
were  just  waiting  for  the  morels  to  put  on  a  lit- 
tle more  growth  before  picking  them.  Bob 
thought  that  was  funny. 

When  he  drove  the  [school]  bus,  he  once  took 
the  kids  to  a  pumpkin  farm  in  the  fall.  They 
each  picked  one  out  to  bring  home.  My  son 
Evan,  always  an  original,  picked  out  a  huge 
one,  and  they  had  to  call  ahead  so  his  mother 
would  meet  the  bus  with  a  wheelbarrow.  Bob 
came  smirking  down  off  the  bus  lugging  the 
giant  pumpkin  and  put  it  in  the  wheelbarrow. 
He  seemed  much  amused. 

I'm  grateful  to  have  known  him.  He  was  gen- 
tle, unassuming,  but  very  active  in  the  com- 
munity and  a  real  asset  to  Elsah.  I  don't  see 
that  he  will  ever  be  replaced  now  that  the  vil- 
lage has  changed  so. 
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On  November  5,  around  9  pm,  some  villagers  were  aware  of  and  enjoyed  the  Northern  Lights,  which 
appeared  RED  in  the  sky  for  quite  a  period  of  hme.  It  looked  like  a  big  fire,  some  people  commented. 
But,  according  to  Dr.  David  Cornell,  local  astronomer,  and  according  to  the  media,  it  was  an  unusual 
sight.  And  it  was  extremely  rewarding  to  witness. 


*   X-   *   sf   * 


Not  in  the  village  any  more,  but  of  interest  to  those  who  remember  the  many  years  it  existed  here: 
The  Elsah  Landing  Restaurant,  which  moved  to  Grafton  in  1998,  closed  permanently  at  the  end  of 
December  2001.  The  building  and  business  are  for  sale. 


****** 


New  Year's  Eve  at  midnight  KJ  at  least  one  place  in 
town  celebrated  the  beginning  of  2002  with  sound 
effects — firecrackers?  It  sounded  like  the  old  days  to 
Gil  Ives,  who  recalled  as  a  boy  when  neighbors  (in 
another  state,  where  he  lived  at  the  time)  blew  horns 
and  raised  the  roof. 
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Elsah  has  a  new  appearance — at  night.  Last  fall  the  Village  Board  voted  "to  accept  the  offer  of 
Ameren  CIPS  to  take  care  of  maintaining  the  village  streetlights."  Members  were  told  that  the  light- 
ing would  "have  the  same  visual  effect  but  be  slightly  brighter  and  have  a  yellowish  tint";  the  old 
"shields"  would  remain.  In  February  CIPS  came  through  and  replaced  all  24  street  lamps  with  a  new 
"arm"  and  light — and  retained  the  shields.  Some  people  appreciate  the  new  brightness.  Others  ob- 
ject to  the  similarity  to  what  one  sees  at  the  mall  and  everywhere  else — but  why  in  Elsah? 


*  *  *  *  * 
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Darr  Hall — the  meeting  room/party  room/  former  classroom  for  grades  1-4  at  the  Old  School- 
house — has  just  been  renovated.  Last  summer  when  a  new  roof  was  being  installed,  rain  leaked  in 
during  a  big  storm.  Dirty  water  covered  the  tables  and  floor  in  the  room  and  hallway  and  kitchen, 
ruining  almost  everything  it  touched.  Fortunately  there  was  insurance  coverage.  The  Village  hired 
Cy  Bunting  to  do  the  repair  work.  Enough  hme  has  passed  to  make  us  appreciate  what  we  have  in  a 
1950s  building:  the  light  fixtures,  the  exposed  beams,  the  "blackboard,"  the  large  windows,  even  the 
tile  floor.  And  the  Village  wisely  decided  to  retain  these  features.  [See  the  last  pages  for  pictures  of  the 
room  in  1959  &  1974,  and  of  the  exterior  in  1991.] 


*  *  ^  *  * 


On  a  Fabulous  Friday,  February  IS^*",  2002,  Jeanne  and  Gene  Shultz  gave  a  "duet"  lecture  on  Villages 
OF  Southern  Africa's  Zimbabwe:  Women  Springing  into  Self-Reliance  to  around  40  members  and 
friends.  Many  thanks  to  the  Shultzes  for  sharing  their  knowledge  of  the  subject,  their  literature,  a 
video  they  had  taken,  and  folk  art  they  had  purchased. 


^  ^  *  ^  * 


The  Village  recently  repaired  the  railroad  "tunnel"  between  the  Cresswell  and  Hosmer/Lewitz 
homes  on  Mill  Street.  Rocks  had  shifted  and  were  potenhally  dangerous  to  the  structure.  The  first 
two  pictures  show  work  in  progress,  and  the  third  the  completed  project.  Mike  Ridder  of  Grafton 
contracted  the  work. 
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April  5,  Friday  (7:30  pm) — Another  Fabulous  Friday  talk:  "The  Great  Gardens  of  Philadelphia  and 
the  Delaware  Valley"  by  Tim  Tomlinson 
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to  Nancy  &  Bill  Killion— at  2  Maple  Street 
to  Enid  Narver  (again) — at  3  Elm  Street 
to  Neil  Werries— 44A  Mill  Street 

A  correction  to  the  "Welcome"  in  the  last  newsletter:  Midge  and  Kim  Browning  have  two  sons, 
Michael  and  Scott. 


***** 


to  Mary  Paddock 

to  Larry  Keller  &  family  and  therefore  "J.K.  Keller  &  Sons" 

Contrary  to  what  was  reported  in  the  last  newsletter,  Michelle  &  Arnie  Schmith  and  Judy  & 
David  Spencer  have  not  yet  left  Elsah! 


***** 
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In  June  of  2001  the  Elsah  Village  Board  sent  out  its 
"Summer  2001  Newsletter"  informing  residents  of 
several  issues  it  was  having  to  deal  with — proper  dis- 
posal of  yard  and  pet  waste,  speeding  on  Mill  Street, 
public  parking,  and  artist-painted  benches.  The 
Board  asked  for  opinions  and  comments  on  these 
topics.  It  received  only  a  few  respoiises. 

A  resident  who  thought  the  survey  could  be  more 
specific  and  extensive  developed  a  questionnaire. 
The  new  form  included  questions  such  as:  "Do  you 
think  that  LaSalle  Street  should  be  made  one-way?" 
And  it  dealt  with  the  delicate  topic  of  "tourism."  That 
survey  was  then  modified  to  draw  comments  from 
tourists  themselves. 

An  attempt  was  made,  in  a  period  of  several  weeks,  to 
reach  as  many  people  as  possible — residents  and 
homeowners  mainly  living  in  the  valley,  and  also 
visitors  coming  in  to  town.  Many  individuals  filled 
out  the  questioi-maire;  some  chose  not  to;  some  were 
out  of  town  and  knew  nothing  of  it. 

The  person  who  made  the  "informal  survey"  then 
tallied  the  results  of  both  surveys— the  "official"  one 
from  the  Village  Board  and  the  "informal"  one-and 
then  produced  a  one-page  summary,  which  was  dis- 
tributed to  all  members  of  the  Elsah  Village  Board,  the 
Zoning  Board,  and  the  Board  of  Historic  Elsah  Foun- 
dation. That  paper  did  not  include  any  comments 
that  had  been  made. 


The  survey  produced  interesting  reactions.  At  the 
Village  Board  meeting  following  the  release  of  the 
one-page  summary  (July  10),  a  group  supporting  the 
recently  formed  Elsah  Business  Association  stated 
that  they  hoped  the  Board  would  pay  no  attention  to 
the  survey  because  it  was  not  official  and  reflected 
bias. 

However,  at  the  workshop  on  November  3'''',  spon- 
sored jointly  by  HEF  and  the  Village,  Catherine 
O'Connor  from  Illinois  Historic  Preservation  Agency 
had  this  to  say  (written  in  a  note  to  the  person  who 
conducted  the  survey):  "This  survey  is  informative.... 
It's  as  official  as  any  other  means  to  get  public  opin- 
ion." 

*  *   :*■ 

The  editor  of  this  newsletter  thinks  that:  (a)  people 
should  be  heard  when  they  feel  strongly  about  vari- 
ous issues,  (b)  those  who  support  HEF  by  joining  the 
organization  have  an  interest  in  Elsah  concerns,  and 
(c)  the  results  of  the  survey  provide  a  record  for  pos- 
terity. For  these  reasons  this  background  information 
and  the  one-page  summary  are  included  in  this 
newsletter. 

After  perusing  it,  if  you  would  like  to  make  observa- 
tions of  any  kind,  or  if  you  want  to  read  the  complete 
survey  (or  parts  of  it),  with  all  of  the  comments, 
please  write  to  Editor,  Elsah  History,  Box  117,  Elsah,  IL 
62028. 


^  :f  *   X-   * 


'RSES'UL'tS  OT  'f'}{!E  "I'WTO'K'M.'AL  S'WKVT.Y" 

7/10/01 

(Tlie  numbers  for  residentsfliomeowners  sometimes  represent  2  people  in  a  household,  not  just  1. 

The  questions  in  bold  constitute  the  wording  of  the  questionnaire, 

and  the  ivords  underlined  are  the  choices  given  for  answers.) 

WHAT  DO  YOU  THINK  SHOULD  BE  DONE  WITH  YARD  WASTE  (WEEDS,  CLIPPINGS,  LEAVES, 
ETC.)? 

RESPONSE  ONLY  FROM  VILLAGE  RESIDENTS/HOMEOWNERS: 

Have  a  central  place  where  people  can  dump  waste  and  then  have  it  picked  up  at  Village  expense.  =9 

(comments  from  3) 
Have  the  Village  purchase  a  machine  that  will  dispose  of  debris  and  yard  waste.  =15  (comments  from  4) 
Have  villagers,  if  they  choose,  pay  extra  to  have  Sanders  Waste  Systems  pick  up  that  trash.  =12  (comments  from  2) 
Other  ideas/comments  from  6 

WHAT  SHOULD  BE  DONE  ABOUT  CARS  GOING  TOO  FAST  (on  both  Mill  &  LaSalle  streets)? 

RESPONSE  ONLY  FROM  VILLAGE  RESIDENTS/HOMEOWNERS: 

Enforce  the  25  mph  limit!  =17  (comments  from  6) 

Lower  the  speed  limit  to  20  mph.  =11   (comments  from  6) 

Put  up  1  or  more  stop  signs.  Where?  =14  (with  ideas /comments  from  13) 

Other  ideas/comments  from  10 

DO  YOU  THINK  LASALLE  STREET  SHOULD  BE  MADE  ONE-WAY? 
(THIS  IDEA  HAS  BEEN  TALKED  ABOUT  FOR  AT  LEAST  30  YEARS.) 

RESPONSE  ONLY  FROM  VILLAGE  RESIDENTS/HOMEOWNERS: 
Yes  =10  (comments  from  10) 
No  =16  (comments  from  7) 
Othpr  rnmmpnR  frnm  S 
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WOULD  YOU  LIKE  ELSAH  TO  STAY  THE  WAY  IT  IS? 

RESPONSE  FROM  VILLAGE  RESIDENTS/HOMEOWNERS:  RESPONSE  FROM  TOURISTS: 

Yes  =17  (comments  from  4)  Yes  =62  (comments  from  18) 

No  =3  (comments  from  2)  No  =0 

OR  WOULD  YOU  LIKE  TO  SEE  IT  MORE  "ACCOMMODATING  TO  TOURISTS,"  MORE 
"TOURISTY"? 

RESPONSE  FROM  VILLAGE  RESIDENTS/HOMEOWNERS:     RESPONSE  FROM  TOURISTS: 
Yes  =2  (comment  from  1)  Yes  =4  (comments  from  4) 

No  =14  (comments  from  8)  No  =39    (comments  from  10) 

Other  comments  from  6  Other  comments  from  9 

HOW  DO  YOU  FIND  THE  "ATMOSPHERE"  IN  ELSAH?     RESPONSE  ONLY  FROM  TOURISTS: 
Unique.  Quaint.  Cahn.  RestfuL  A  step  back  in  time.  I  do  love  the  architecture.  Not  crowded  &  seems  very 
comfortable  &  relaxing.  A  place  to  rest  your  soul.  Love  it.  I  love  everyone's  flowers.  Excellent — reminds  me 
of  New  England.  Friendly.  Relaxing.  We  need  less  stress,  so  we  come  here.  Good,  neat,  friendly,  comfortable. 
You  feel  like  you're  at  home.  Great.  Beautiful.  Very  good.  Fantasy.  Charming.   We  hope  it  never  changes. 

Please  keep  [the  atmosphere]. 

*  *  *  *  + 

WHAT  DO  YOU  THINK  OF  THESE  IDEAS?   (FROM  OUR  NEW  BUSINESS  ASSOCIATION) 

HAVE  ARTISTS  AND  DESIGNERS  PAINT  "SPONSORED"  BENCHES— AND  THEN  PLACE  THE 
BENCHES  AROUND  THE  VILLAGE. 

RESPONSE  FROM  VILLAGE  RESIDENTS/HOMEOWNERS:  RESPONSE  FPkOM  TOURISTS: 

Great  idea.  =4  (comments  from  3)  Great  idea.  =19 

Good  idea,  but  limit  it.  =9  (comments  from  6)  Good  idea,  but  limit  it.  =21  (comment  from  1) 

Forget  it.  =23  (comments  from  19)  Forget  it.  =8  (comments  from  3) 

Other  comments  from  8 

HAVE  THE  VILLAGE  SUPPORT  ANOTHER  CLASSIC  CAR  SHOW  NEXT  SPRING  (2002). 

RESPONSE  FROM  VILLAGE  RESIDENTS/HOMEOWNERS:     RESPONSE  FROM  TOURISTS: 
Great  idea.  =12  (comments  from  9)  Great  idea.  =12  (comment  from  2) 

Good  idea,  but  limit  it.  =12  (comments  from  8)  Good  idea,  but  limit  it.  =5 

Forget  it.  =6  (comments  from  5)  Forget  it.  =11   (comment  from  1) 

Other  comments  from  2  Other  comments  from  3 

HAVE  A  HOUSE  TOUR  ON  DECEMBER  1^"^  2001.  RESPONSE  ONLY  FROM  TOURISTS: 

Great  idea.  =41  (comment  from  1) 
Good  idea,  but  limit  it.  =2  (comment  from  1) 
Other  comment  from  1 

FILL  IN  AND  RAISE  THE  GRASSY  AREA  AT  THE  FRONT  OF  THE  VILLAGE  BETWEEN  THE  RIVER  ROAD 
AND  MISSISSIPPI  STREET--TO  MAKE  A  PARKING  LOT  FOR  BUSES  AND  CARS.  (It  was  full  of  floodwater 
in  May.) 

RESPONSE  FROM  VILLAGE  RESIDENTS/HOMEOWNERS:     RESPONSE  FROM  TOURISTS: 
Great  idea.  =10  (comments  from  10)  Yes,  make  it  a  parking  lot.  =12  (comments  from  4) 

Forget  it.  =18  (comments  from  13)  No,  leave  it  alone.  =32  (comments  from  8) 

Other  comments  from  9  Undecided.  =4 

TURN  THE  OLD  QUARRY  INTO  A  PARKING  LOT  FOR  BUSES  AND  CARS  (if  Principia  will  sell  or 

give  it  to  the  Village).  [Note:  At  the  Village  Board  meeting  in  February  the  Mayor  announced  tJmt  Principia  does 

not  want  to  sell  the  property  at  this  time.\ 

RESPONSE  ONLY  FROM  VILLAGE  RESIDENTS/HOMEOWNERS: 

Great  idea.  =7  (comments  from  2) 

Forget  it.  =21   (comments  from  12) 

Other  comments  from  5 

ALLOW  BIG  TOUR  BUSES  TO  COME  INTO  THE  VILLAGE. 

RESPONSE  FROM  VILLAGE  RESIDENTS/HOMEOWNERS:  RESPONSE  FROM  TOURISTS: 

Yes.  =4  (comments  from  4)  Yes,  no  matter  how  big  they  are.  =2  (comment  from  1) 

Yes,  but  not  onto  LaSalle  Street.  -7  (comments  from  7)  Yes,  but  only  small  ones.  =11   (comments  from  4) 

No,  only  small  tourist  vehicles.  No,  none  at  all.  =31   (comments  from  4) 

like  the  trolley  from  Alton.  =20  (comments  from  9)  Undecided.  =2 

Other  comments  from  7  Other  comments  from  2 

GENERAL  COMMENTS  from  21  GENERAL  COMMENTS  from  6 
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The  Board  wants  to  get  into  the  21"  century  by  asking  members  to  provide  their  EMAIL  ADDRESS. 
Please  do  so — by  (at  this  point!)  phoning  or  writing.  The  phone  number  and  maihng  address  are 
shown  below. 


Historic  Elsah  Foimdation  Board : 


President:  John  Williams 

Vice  President:  Carol  Stookey 

Secretary  &  Editor:  Jeri  Lewitz 

Treasurer:  Betty  Clark 
Ann  Badasch  Inge  Mack 

Paula  Bradley  Mary  Anne  Schmidt 

Marie  Cresswell        Jeanne  Shultz 
Gail  Haslam  Jerry  Taetz 

Tim  Tomlinson 


ElsaJi  History   is  published  by  Historic  Elsah  Foundation. 
Subscription  is  with  membership. 
Memberships: 

Regular  $10  Supporting  $50 

Contributing  $15         Patron  $100 
Sustaining  $25  Life  $500 

Please  send  to:  P.O.  Box  117,  Elsah,  IL    62028 
Phone:  618-374-1059 


Mrs.  Clarinda  Seago,  teacher  in  the  Elsah  Lower  Room  (grades  1-4),  displaying  student  projects,  1959 
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Christmas  party,  December  1974.  Can  you  identify  these  people?  Suzaime  Darr  at  the  piano, 
Dennie  Minanck,  Nancy  Wilhams,  Betty  Clark,     ^ 


PS;«,1S'^5TrS3S^^iBj8*E4EP»  ^-.Bisfe.fcsrsJJir-K.— .'*  — 


The  Schoolhouse  (present  Civic  Center)— original  part  on  the  left,  1950s  north  wing  on  the  right 
— taken  by  Dayid  Kreutz  in  1991 
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